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Virgil M. Gerardot, 79, died 

Monday in Parkview Memorial Hos- 

pital after a long illness. 

Born in Jefferson Township, Mrs. 
_ Gerardot lived in Fort Wayne most - 
of her life. She had been a waitress at 
_ the former Block Drug Store. She © 
was a member of Maples United 
Methodist Church, Maples. 

Surviving are a daughter, Ger- 
trude Joker of Uniondale; two 
brothers, Noble R. Dinger of rural 
Fort Wayne and Dallas L. Dinger of 
West Lafayette; 10 sisters, Edith 
Dager and Marjorie Lee, both of 
Monroeville, Zelma Burns and 






BRotHhER  LAWREDCE : 
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WEST GER ARDOT 




















rw, _ Grace Lenington, both of New Ha- 

_ ven, Forest Travis of Payne, Ohio, 

M4 ST. Louvres Ch, | Rena Parr of Warsaw, Nola Jane 

{ 2 GINGER IB ES AME oH Zimmerman of Howe, and Lucy 
> Belle Roth, Ilo Johnston and 
Y } R Gill A DINGER Georganna Guebard, all of Fort 

le bees 97 g Wayne; and two grandchildren. 

/Ve ys Services are 10 am. Wednesday 

. and calling is 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. 

ft fs) R 4-2-)929 today in E. Harper & Son Funeral 

B ye / Home, New Haven. Burial will be in 

eS IOOF Cemetery, New Haven. Pre- 

Joo EM ferred memorials are gifts to Maples 

* & (| United Methodist Church. 
af), i te 

oiT \| SENT, 

—— 1976 FORT WAYNE NEWS-SENT'NEL 7C 


Ernest Gerardot 


Ernest Gerardot, 70, of Jefferson 

; _ Township, a retired employe of General __ 
ve a _ Electric Co., died Wednesday in Parnell 

fg. D: ad _ Park Nursing Home where he had been 





apatienttwoyears. 
A lifelong resident of Allen County, he 
is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Robert, . 
_ J. Joker, Uniondale; a brother, Law- - 
rence E., Monroeville, and two sisters, 
Mrs. Cecilia Knefelkamp, Monroeville, . 
and Mrs. Agnes Castle, Decatur. parry 
Services will be 10 a.m. Friday in St. 
_ Louis Catholic Church, Besancon, with - 
_ burial in the church cemetery. Calling’ at’ : 


Brorte® ober 





_ Marquart Funeral Home, Monroeville, is’ 
after7p.m.today, . 
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her a homemade guitar — it was 
homemade because I lost my 
fanny in the beer business.” 

At that point — the late 1950s 
— they decided to try their hand 
at music. Their first job was at 
the Press Box tavern (now a Fort 
Wayne Newspapers parking lot). 

_ “I made my first money on the 
piano when I was 51 years old. I 
fumbled around and pretty soon 
could play a few chords. Then we 
got better and better and played 
Huntington, Auburn, Decatur — 
you name it. They’re calling us 
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for repeat business — but some- 
thing brings patrons back to The 
Maples Inn, time and again. In 
the entire audience, only one guy 
— the 35-ish man in a powder 
blue sportshirt at the end of the 
bar — is not amused or intrigued. 

There’s some regional pride in- 
volved. Come 10 o’clock, Polly 
asks, “Are there any Buckeyes in 
here?” and the pool table-side ta- 
ble-of 10 arises. They clap vigor- 
ously after ‘‘Beeeee-uuuutiful 
Ohio” is done in classic Polly & 
Erv marching-Samoan-cha-cha 
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music. It kind of brings you back 
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ues. “They’re a long, long time 
ago; songs that I sang from when I 


“A hey, bob-a-ree-bop — Ev- 
erybody sing — A hey, bob-a-ree- 
bop.” : 

“Pm from Leo; a very small 
town. It’s a little bigger than this. 
Have you heard of the Leo Lions? . 

“In our area, I would say Polly & 
Erv are very unique and very rare. 
Something you would not find in 
public anywhere else. Really. / 

“T think it is. . . kind of old-time 
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GEKARDST 
Home of Polly & Erv 
and the marching 


Samoan cha-cha 


Welcome to 


ap 


The 


Vlaples 








Photos: Argil Shock/The News-Sentinel 


By JOHN BORDSEN 
Of The News-Sentinel 

Clean-cut young women in red- 
white-and-blue swimsuits are 
stroking medals, but nobody is 
watching. The slick-haired and 
beefy people here are as patriotic 
as anybody, but that’s on TV and 
coming from Los Angeles, a differ- 
ent America than what’s found at 
Maples, a road-and-rail junction 
10 miles southeast of Fort Wayne. 

It is 9:15 on Saturday night at 
the tavern known simply as The 
Maples Inn, and the stool beneath 
the television tube is the only one 
empty: 36 patrons are elbow-to-el- 
bow along the rail and at the ta- 
bles. Muggy? Wipe the outline of a 
ringtop off your beer can and a 
same-shape dew ghost quickly re- 
appears. 

Then, over the dank and smoky 
din, comes a woman’s wail. It’s a 
brazen, tune-deaf blat — like a 
Gilda Radner solo, or like Ethel 
Mertz after losing a shot-glass re- 
lay match with Lucy. 

“R= 

“R-A-G 

“R-A-G-G”’ 

A form of musical accompani- 
ment kicks in as a clump of people 
tries to snake by. They try to clap 
to the Hawaiian-country strum- 
ming, but the tempo is irregular 
and filled with flubs. 

“R-A-G 

“R-A-G-G”’ 

The audience echoing the let- 
ters is more on key than the cater- 
waul coming out of a fuzzy little 
amp system. Bobbing heads part 
briefly to show a woman pinned 
behind a table near the front door. 
She is walloping a six-string guitar 
in a happy frenzy and almost gum- 
ming her microphone. 

“R-A-G-G M-O-P-P 

“Rag Mop!” 

There is a lurch in the barroom 
traffic pattern; through the hu- 
man congestion comes a crinkled 
man whose yellow-shirted pot- 
belly is suspended over belt-cin- 
ched baggy pants. Patrons on 
stools are jammed against the bar 
as he turns to face the woman. A 
cord that trails him connects to a 
kitchen broom in his hands, An 
aluminum rod is fixed to the back- 
side of the broom handle; musical 
instrument strings are pegged to 
the front. He stops to do a little 
three-string solo and vanishes into 
the singing thicket with his elec- 
tric broom. 

The woman’s strumming and 
howling persists; the man is next 
spied sitting near her, at a piano: 
He’s plunking the keys and furi- 
ously stomping the pedal of a high 
hat cymbal — it all sounds like a 
primitive Samoan marching cha- 
cha. He occasionally catches up to 
the rhythm but no one cares. 
They’re happy enough. When the 
onetime Ames Brothers tune 
grinds to a stop, the woman at the 
microphone stands, raises her 


drinks, eeeeeverybody drinks.” 
There is no rush for the Mr. Do! 
video game nor for the 50-cent 
Limberger sandwiches sold be- 
hind the counter. 
When Polly drinks, everybody 
drinks. 


““Aren’t they something?”’ is 
what Bev Kline, owner of The 
Maples, says of Polly & Erv, her 
Saturday night housepackers. 
They certainly are. From 9 p.m. 
to midnight every Saturday, the 
country tavern is packed with 
people who’ve come to see 
Mr. and Mrs. Erv Gerardot 
perform. : 

Erv doesn’t sing, but does 
some parlor sleight-of-hand, 
and — electric broom in 
hand — occasionally plays 
while walking atop the bar. 
Like a camel that plays the 
clarinet, the quality of the 
music is secondary to the 
fact that it’s played at all. 

Kline says, “We wrote a 
letter to ‘Real People’ to try 
and get them out here. We 
got a letter back from them 
that said, ‘We’re watching 
you,’ but they never came.” 

Getting to Maples, Ind., 
on a Saturday night can 
take hours of exploration 
through a rustic, bug-heavy 
‘Twilight Zone’ of gravel 
roads and asphalt-black 
sky. Most cityfolk try to 
take the Franke Road turn- 
off south from Indiana 30 
— if they can find it — be- 
cause it leads to The 
Maples parking lot. 

The “Real People” crew 
may have gotten lost 
around Zulu, and Bev Kline 
is away on vacation, but it 
looks like all the rest of 
metro Maples is in atten- 
dance. 








horseplay. Polly asks everyone to 
remain standing for “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” and then 
for “God Bless America.” 

And Polly likes everybody to 
sing, as well as raise a glass with 
her. She is queen here. 


§§§ 

Polly Lovedny-Gerardot came 
to the Fort Wayne area from out- 
side Knoxville, Tenn., around 
1952 —the date is as vague as 
her age (“Just say ’m 39”). 

“JT had a sister up here and | 
come up to visit her and just 


her a homemade guitar — it was 
homemade because I lost my 
fanny in the beer business.” 

At that point — the late 1950s 
— they decided to try their hand 
at music. Their first job was at 
the Press Box tavern (now a Fort 
Wayne Newspapers parking lot). 

“T made my first money on the 
piano when I was 51 years old. I 
fumbled around and pretty soon 
could play a few chords. Then we 
got better and better and played 
Huntington, Auburn, Decatur — 
you name it. They’re calling us 
yet today.” 


for repeat business — but some- 
thing brings patrons back to The 
Maples Inn, time and again. In 
the entire audience, only one guy 
—the 35-ish man in a powder 
blue sportshirt at the end of the 
bar — is not amused or intrigued. 
There’s some regional pride in- 
volved. Come 10 o’clock, Polly 
asks, “Are there any Buckeyes in 
here?” and the pool table-side ta- 
ble of 10 arises. They clap vigor- 
ously after ““Beeeee-uuuutiful 
Ohio” is done in classic Polly & 
Erv marching-Samoan-cha-cha 
form. 
Rolling 








Erv stands on tables to perform sleight-of- 
hand; Polly wants everybody to drink. 





Stone mag- 
azine might 
pronounce 
this to be in- 
digenous 
skiffle mu- 
sic. A musi- 
cologist or a 
generic an- 
thropologist 
could easily 
crank out a 
long-winded 
thesis on 
this pair. As 
c*o.u- lod: 2a 
sand-headed 
pot im, at 
screamer 
from LA. 
““When 
Polly drinks, 
every body 
drinks.” 
But, by 
God, this is 
the Ameri- 
can heart- 
land, and it 
makes a lot 
more sense 
to talk to the 
40-ish/50-ish 
couple that 
just occupied 
the two 








There are five tables in 
all, not counting the pool table, 
which is sporting a felt-covered 
plywood topper. The two tables 
closest to Polly are occupied by 
gray-haired couples who sip 
slowly. Behind them are younger 
people who have brought their 
pre-teen children, whose presence 
is as much a hallmark of a coun- 
try bar as the cardboard display 
of Red Devil flints. Some men 
wear Izod shirts and have com- 
panions who don’t use Dottie 
West as a fashion role model. 

Then there’s the group of 10 
that just came in and took over 
the folding chairs around the 
pool table. It includes two grand- 
parents and a pair of Van Halen 
sapiens. 

Some younger patrons yell for 
“Touie Louie’’ and “‘Purple 
Haze.’’ Polly launches into 
“Dixie,” exhorting everyone to 
stand — and everyone does, ex- 
cept for a 12-year-old who’s obvi- 


stayed.” 
Erv is originally from the 
Maples area — Jefferson Town- 


ship — and moved to Fort 
Wayne in 1922. “When I was 10 
or 12, I used to look through the 
Sears catalogues at the musical 
instruments. I played the ukelele 
and — for six months — took vi- 
olin lessons.” 

The guitar proved to be his in- 
strument: “In the 1930s, I played 
the tenor guitar and straight gui- 
tar in The Hoosier String Pick- 
ers. The three of us played at the 
old WOWO, (1190-AM), when it 
was located on the floor above 
Main Auto.” The band, he says, 
ranged as far as Joliet, Ill., and 
Kenosha, Wis. 

Then he put aside his instru- 
ments for about 20 years, worked 
at Sweeney Mills, and owned and 
operated The Old Piano Bar, at 
916 W. Main St. (now a St. Jo- 
seph Hospital parking lot). 


Why doesn’t Erv sing? “I just 
can’t.” 

How did Polly pick up her gui- 
tar style? ‘‘Erv sort of half- 
learned me how to play.” 

How does she describe her 
singing style? “Oh, I don’t know. 
I wouldn’t know about how to de- 
scribe that.” 

And where did that electric 
broom come from? 

Erv: “I wanted something that 
someone else hasn’t got, and I 
never saw one on TV or any- 
thing. ’'ve been playing that for 
about 12 years now. 

“T’ve got a double neck one I’m 
going to bring out one of these 
days. I made two or three others 
but they’re not as good as the 
original, which I just slapped to- 
gether.” 

Polly: “He just dreamed it up 
one night.” 


stools on the 
left. Hey, what’s your name, where 
are you from, and what do you 
think of all this? 

He: “Well, they’re something 
different, if you know what I 
mean.” 

She: “My name is Joan Rediger, 
and this is Bob Meyers. He lives in 
Fort Wayne and I’m from Leo. I 
think this is very different, very 
unique. Something you probably 
couldn’t see anywhere else in the 
world, really. I’m so amazed at 
their — ” 

“Byyyyyyyyyyye 
Blackbird!” 

“",. energy. I mean, they put ev- 
erything into their singing.”’ 

Jow, everybody stand — ev- 
erybody stand up and sing ‘God 
Bless America.” 

Regardless of how it comes out? 
“Yeah,” Joan yells over the noise. 
They play songs here you 
wouldn’thear anyplace else.” 

“My home. Sweet. Hoooome! 


byyyyyyyye. 


ues. “They’re a long, long time 
ago; songs that I sang from when I 


“A hey, bob-a-ree-bop — Ev- 
erybody sing — A hey, bob-a-ree- 
bop.” 

“T’m from Leo; a very small 
town. It’s a little bigger than this. 
Have you heard of the Leo Lions? 

“In our area, I would say Polly & 
Erv are very unique and very rare. 
Something you would not find in 
public anywhere else. Really. 

“J think it is . . . kind of old-time 
music. It kind of brings you back 
to what, where we really are.” 

“If you. Knew Susie. Like I 
knew Susie — Come on, sing!” 

“There’s a kind of unity,” Joan 
observes. “Person-to-person. You 
can come here and have a good 
time with very little expense. I’ve.., 
been to a lot of places but this is 
the kind of place where you can let 
your hair down and have a good 
time —” * 

“Innnnyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaan- 
-nuh” 

“.. easily. Now here’s an old 
one for you: ‘Indiana.’ ’ 

Did Leo have anything like this 
— homegrown entertainment — 
when you were growing up? 

“Well, I grew up on a farm near 
Yoder. I never heard of Maples 
until I came here* But Leo has no 
homegrown entertainers.” 


$$$ 

‘““‘We go a lot by requests,” 
Polly says. ““Most bands, when 
they play, play what they just 
want to. We just play what the 
people want. 

‘“‘We get a different price at 
different places. The further 
away we play, the more we make. 

‘Every now and then, we get 
offers for the Moose in New Ha- 
ven and around in there. Erv 
don’t like to play on Friday 
night. He works every day over at 
Lawton Nursing home — mainte- 
nance man over there — and Sat- 
urday morning he likes to fish 
and play golf.” 

Playing music is Polly’s liveli- 
hood. 

“We played at the Pioneer Bar, 
in Arcola for quite a while. Mark 
and Don Webber owned it. 

“How long’ve we been at the 
Maples? It'll be eight years in 
October. 

“‘We stopped in here one af- 
ternoon and got to talking to the 
lady that owned it. Her name was 
Wanda ... ‘Hewing’ or ‘Ewing’ or 
something like that. She’s been 
dead for quite some time. 

‘“‘We made a.deal and have 
been here ever since.” 


§§§ 

About 11 p.m., Bob Meyers 

leans over and says he’s been 

coming out here for three or four 

years. His friend Joan explains 
she’s a recent convert. 
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; Polly & Erv, at The Maples: Their music would stymie anthropologists, musicologists and Rolling Stone magazine. 


“T met Polly there, and made After sitting down, Joan contin- 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


CHICKEN—HAM 
SWISS STEAK DINNER 


SERVED 11 A.M. TO CLOSING 
CHOICE OF WHIPPED 
OR BAKED POTATO, VEGETABLE, 
SOUP AND SALAD BAR. 


$399 
HOBBY RANCH 
HOUSE 


3204 N. ANTHONY- 482-3267 


Daily Spec ials — 
With An 
International 


Flavor. 


Each Day A Different Cuisine: 
Chinese, Swiss, Italian, 
French, and American... 
All-You-Can-Eat 
At One Low Price. 


We also invite you to enjoy our 
luncheon buffet ‘with soup and salad 
bar: $3.75 Monday - Thursday, 
$4.95 Friday... 
score & Sunday Brunch with 

mplimentary .champagne. 
Brea fast Special, daily - $1.95 


Dining With A Difference. 



















































RAMADA INN 
Highway 14 at £69. 








| $2.50 wtb MATINEE 






color prints in one hour 


! 50% OFF ncprn” 


110, 126, 135 and disc color print film only 
MAXI Prints —37% larger than standard 


neces Oa 
I 1 3 Ve a print” plus $4.49 developing 


(reg. 27¢ a print) (reg. $2.98 a roll) 
example: 
24 exp. roll $4.73 (reg. $9.46} 
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GREMLINS: 























FINAL 6 DAYS 
BUD IS BACK is = 
THE LOCKER ROOM IHOLIDAY [\soutntown ma 
Formally Lancers ATL NORTHCREST OB 447-3535 







Serving Your Favorite 
Cocktails & New Menu 


SATURDAY SPECIALS 
THE TOUCHDOWN SPECIAL 


e FILET-°4.992 


Potato, Salad, Bread 
THE HOME PLATE SPECIAL 


>SPAGHETTI cones: 
$3.99 sbreaa 
1910 Bluffton Road 
747-5973 Carry Out 


1:30-3:30-5:30 
7: 30-9:30 


1:30-4:00 
7:30-9:40 






















| BARGAIN 1 MATINEES D DAILY 
+ “JOY OF SEX”(R) fi 
7:30-9:30 
“MUPPETS TAKE MANHATTAN” 
1:30-3:30-5:30-(G) 


“ JUNGLE BOOK’ (c) 
e 1:15-3:15-5:15-7:15-9:15 


BILL MURRAY 


“GHOSTBUSTERS” 
1,00-3:10-5:20-7: 30940 


EAST 30 jivans 


|” FINCOGN WHY SEASTS 























BOX-OFFICE OPEN 7:45 
“REVENGE Pe NERDS” (R) 


“MR. MOM" (PG 
Micah botinl YOURS” (PG) 


FOUR OOODOGO GARAGE. 
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| RADIO HIGHLIGHTS 


@ WBCL, 90-FM, presents “Mid- and requests from 10 p.m. to 
Morning” with Char Brinkley at midnight air weekdays. 

3:05 @.. Monday through Fri- g WOWO, 1190-AM, at 7:05 a.m. 
.Scimants of the Mission eae Sunday Tim > ~~ “CHS 
Tuesday, Joni Eareckson Tada; Ne awrae ones 


Wednesday, Steve Bostrom, mis- 
sionary to Torreon, Mexico; @WQHK, 1380-AM, presents 
“American Country Countdown” 


Thursday, Tony Campolo dis- 
cusses teens and dating; Friday,a with host Bob Kingsley at 9 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Sunday. Monday 


panel of teens discusses the 
through Friday, Rita Gantz takes 


struggles of teens today. 
m@ WMEE, 97-FM, airs Casey Ka- requests from 10 p.m. to mid- 
night. 


sen’s “American Top 40” at 9 

j. a.m. Sunday and “Rick Dee’s wWKSY we QA 

: AD” , 106-FM, airs “Solid 

eres oe ate pm Sun- Gold Saturday Night” at 6 p.m. 
today featuring The Monkees. 


day. Jeff Davis counts down the 
@ WIFF, 105-FM, presents “The 


top nine songs -.in Fort Wayne at 
7 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
All Night Larry King Show” at 


Also “Smash or Trash” at 9 p.m. 





Photo: Argil Shock/The News-Sentinel 
Erv and his broom: “He just dreamed it up one night.” 


Polly & Erv: Truly 
a one-of-a-kind pair 


as Erv begins to strum “Pretty 
Red Wing” on his broom. Correc- 
tion: Polly is barking words to an 
“T Walk the Line” cha-cha. 





POLLY From 9S 
_ tion out here about three weeks 
; ago and I got bored. And Bob 
“says, ‘Why don’t we come down : 
here and listen to them for a _ Polly drinks and everybody 
while.’ The wedding reception drinks. She puts her cigarette in 
was really beautiful and nice and_ the ashtray and wails: 
all, but we just came here and “R- 
had more fun.” “R-A-G é 
The conversation breaks again “R-A-G-G..; .’ 






with your choice of entrees; 
¢Prime Rib ONLY... 


“— : *Seafood Platter 95 
August special entrees in- Boston Sole 5 
clude your choice of baked 
potato, vegetable, french fries «Chef's Vegetarian Platter 


or rice pilaf. 


Captsin Alexander's 
= MOONRAKE 


Saturdays 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. only Parnell at Coliseum 
Sundays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Reservations Accepted 
5 pam. to Closing, - 482-4502 


¢Chicken Tahitian 
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11:05 p.m., Monday through Fri- 
day. Guests are: Monday, Stanley 
M. Rosenblatt, malpractice attor- 
ney; Tuesday, Joe McGinnis, au- 
thor; Wednesday, Dick Enberg, 
TV sports anchor; Thursday, 
Marian Burros, food and restau- 
rant critic; Friday, Reggie Jack- 
son, California Angels’ desig- 
nated hitter, and Saturday, “Best 
of King.” 





Thurs., Aug. 9 thru Wed., Aug. 15 





‘All italian Dinners 


® Spaghetti with Meatballs or Meat Sauce 
® |talian Sausage & Peppers 

® Veal Parmigian 

® Chicken Cacciatore 

® Cannelloni 

® Lasagna 

® Eggplant Parmigian 

® Baccala 

® Manicotti 


All Large Pizzas 
During the Fest If Off 


(No carry-out please) 











Happy Hour (Everyday) 


2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. to Closing 










Buffets Carry-Out Pizza 
Saturday Pizza Also Available! 
and Pasta 
eee ate — pis... Unbaked Pizza 

unday Chicken ith O : 
Buffet 2.2 495 |tooe  o:95 





“All You Can Eat”’ 
a 





Banquet Facilities 
for Up to 60 











Haufman House 


: __ 2787 Maplecrest Rd. @ 485-5015 


KIDS! 


Find out how you 
can have fun with 


newspapers! 

Fort Wayne 
Newspapers, Inc. 
461-8258 





Qialian Ie at the 
Haufman House 







Come Join 
in the Fun 
For the Kids: 





® A visiting Clown 
on Saturday & Sunday 


®@ Plus kids can 
register fora 
“Prema’’ Cabbage 
Patch Doll to be 
given away FREE! 


For the Adults: 


® Complimentary 
glass of champaigne 
with Sunday buffet! 


Daily lunch specials 
$335 
Hours: 


Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.-10-p.m. 














FILM CAPSULES 


A viewing guide to the feature 
films now playing in Fort Wayne. 


G Movies 


THE JUNGLE BOOK: This 
1967 cartoon is the tale of a 
lad raised by animals. (Gate- 
way and Georgetown) 


THE MUPPETS TAKE MAN- 
HATTAN: The Muppets try to 
get a musical on Broadway 
when Kermit develops amne- 
sia and disappears. (Quimby 
and Gateway) 


PG Movies 


CLOAK AND DAGGER: A 
spy-loving boy accidentally 
gets involved with a real life- 
or-death espionage ‘plot. 
(Southtown and Georgetown) 


GHOSTBUSTERS: In _ this 
comedy, a SWAT team exor- 
cises evil spirits. (Northwood 
and Gateway) 





GREMLINS: A comedy-horror 
tale of cute creatures that turn 
vicious if fed after midnight. 
(Holiday and Southtown) 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
TEMPLE OF DOOM: Adven- 
turer Indiana Jones gets in- 
volved in a non-stop chase to 
recover a fabulous gem. (Holi- 
day and Southtown) 


THE KARATE KID: A kid gets 
kicked around by the tough 
guys until a martial arts expert 
teaches him the skills to beat 
them up. (Glenbrook) 


PG-13 Movies 


DREAMSCAPE: Researchers 
invent a device that allows a 
person to enter someone 
dreams: (Opens 
Wednesday at Nerthwood 
and Gateway) 





THE LADY IN RED: A family 
man becomes obsessed with 
a beautiful woman. (Opens 
Wednesday at Holiday) 


RED DAWN: When Russian 
troops invade a Colorado 
town, teen-age guerrilla fight- 
ers defend it. (Quimby and 
Glenbrook) 


R Movies 





BACHELOR PARTY: A com- 
edy about the final days of 
bachelorhood. (Northwoogq) 


GRANDVIEW, USA: A drama 
about a teen’s affair with a 
junkyard operator. (North- 
wood and Quimby) 


THE JOY OF SEX: A comic 
romp about sexually inquisi- 
tive teens. (Gateway) 


PURPLE RAIN: Rock musi- 












a a 
Henry Thomas of “E.T.” 
stars in “Cloak and Dag- 
ger.” 


cian Prince stars &s a young 
musician whose career is 
shaky. (Southtown) 


REVENGE OF THE NERDS: 
College wimps géis kicked 
around by snobs until they 
form their own fraternity. 
(Glenbrook and East 30 
Drive-in) 





Not Rated 


LILLIAN RUSSEL1: A 1940 
biography of late-19th century 
stage star Russell. (Foellinger 
Theater, Monday only) 





Drive-ins 





CONAN THE DESTROYER, 
SIXTEEN CANDLES and 
HARD TO HOLD: ‘'Conan”’ is 
a prehistoric swashbuckler. 
“Sixteen Candles” is a com- 
edy about a girl’s 16th ‘birth- 
day. Rock singer Rick Spring- 
field stars in “Hare to Hold.” 
(R — Hillcrest) 


REVENGE OF THE NERDS, 
MR. MOM and UNFAITH- 
FULLY YOURS: For “Nerds,” 
see above. In ‘Mr. Mom,” a 
husband and wife switch jobs. 
“Unfaithfully Yours’’ is a com- 
edy about infidelity. (R —East 
30) 


Midnight Movies 


CAT PEOPLE: People turn 
into panthers in this erotic 
horror film. (R — Northwood) 





CHRISTINE: A car with a de- 
monic personality possesses 
its owner. (R — Glenbrook) 


GHOSTBUSTERS: See 
above. (PG — Northwood) 


PINK FLOYD: THE WALL: 
An adaptation of the concept 
rock album. (R — Glenbrook) 


THE ROCKY HORROR PicC- 
TURE SHOW: A spoof of hor- 
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‘color prints in one hour © 



















SUNDAY SPECIAL 
CHICKEN—HAM 





bs i 0 ie pace: 
and prints 
SWISS STEAK DINNER § ; DO% OFF 2x4 prin: 
SERVED 11 A.M. TO CLOSING 110, 126, 135 and disc color print film only 
CHOICE OF WHIPPED | MAXI Prints—37% larger than standard 


























































OR BAKED POTATO, VEGETABLE, 
SOUP AND SALAD BAR. 


$399 
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HOBBY RANCH aaa ton, Go0d thru August 18, 1984 
HOUSE { SOUTHTOWN MALL ee if 
ONY-482-3767 j (across from GTE Phone Se ., 
3204 N.. ANTH' — ae e Li r E 





FINAL 6 DAYS 



















BUD IS BACK 
>» THE LOCKER ROOM < 


Formally Lancers 
Serving Your Favorite 
Cocktails & New Menu 


? SATURDAY SPECIALS 
THE TOUCHDOWN SPECIAL 


$ FILET-°4.993 


Potato, Salad, Bread 
THE HOME PLATE SPECIAL 


SPAGHETTI ézn-2c: 
$3.99 «brea 
1910 Bluffton Road 

747-5973 Carry Out ‘ 
PAGE tha Beer S Pg 


Daily Specials — 
With An 
International 
Flavor. 


Each Day A Different Cuisine: 
Chinese, Swiss, Italian, 
French, and American... 
All-You-Can-Eat 
At One Low Price. 


We also invite you to enjoy our 
luncheon buffet with soup and salad 
bar: $3.75 Monday - Thursday; 

$4.95 Friday. 3 
Saturday & Sunday Brunch with 
complimentary champagne. — 
Breakfast Special, daily - $1.95 


Dining With A Difference. 


GENERAL CINEMA 


5 | SOUTHTOWN MALL 


U.S. 27 SOUTH at TILLMAA 
447-3535 


0-4:00 
0-9:40 

























3:30-5:30 nS 
a 


3 
3 





1:30- 
7: 


















































¢ 
if 






“JOY OF SEX” (R) 
7:30-9:30 


“MUPPETS TAKE MANHATTAN’ 

1:30-3:30-5:30-(G) 
“ JUNGLE BOOK” (Gc) 
1:15-3:15-5:15-7:15-9:15 


BILL MURRAY 
"GHOSTBUSTERS” (P<) 
740 
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BOX-OFFICE OPEN 7:45 
“REVENGE OF THE NERDS’ (R 
& 


Highway 14 at 1-69 


EE EEO Ty 


“MR. MOM" (PG) 


t 


747-6912 H GENERAL CINEMA 
QUIMBY VHLAGER) NORTHWOOD 
1803 BLUFFTON RD. pe) SNORE eS 

1:30-3:30 


ae | 


oo 


iLM A SIDNEY BECKERMAN propuction RED DAWN 











A VALKYRIE 
STARRING PATRICK SWAYZE * C. THOMAS HOWELL * LEA THOMPSON 
BEN JOHNSON * HARRY DEAN STANTON * RON O'NEAL * WILLIAM SMITH 
AND POWERS BOOTHE screenpiay sy KEVIN REYN( LDS anp JOHN MILIUS 
S ‘ sTory By KEVIN REYNOLDS execurive propucer SIDNEY BECKERMAN ~ 
DOteosvsrseo)° PG or Sk __PRODUCED By BUZZ FEITSHANS ano BARRY BECKERMAN By Oe 
Aare ee SS PG-13) ee eee | DIRECTED BY JOHN MILIUS emucanroamsrncomounm © 
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BARGAIN MATINEES DAILY 


Pa 
GENERAL CINEMA 49-4061 
SOUTHTOWN MALL! | GEORGETOWN 
447-3535 6300 FA PAT \ 


~—” 
145-3;45-5;45-1:45-9:45 












GENERAL CINEMA 


GLENBROOK CTR. 


U.S. 27 & U.S. 30 BYPASS 
482-8133 







747-6912 


QUIMBY VuLacE 


1808 BLUFFTON RD. 


NOW SHOWING: 
BARTAIN MATINEES 









1-30,3°99-5:30.7:30-8:30 
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, Henderson said 


in with the latter-day ‘4 
d to problem solving. 


p meetings if they had 
ice the problem was 
sd coming, 


federation to become 
b developed an “esprit © 


groups. It would have 
eaching people how to 
to keep interest up 


never developed, and 
paper tiger.’’ The last 
ine of 1977, and appar- 
bout one less meeting 


t without a whimper. 
ains: Is there a need 
groups? 
mfederation outgrew its 
Alition of neighborhood 
fe would be a chance to 
mave’re doing,” he said. 
city,”’ he added, ‘‘af- 


a need for a watchdog . 
city hall and federal 


ebody needs it.”’ 

meighborhood coordina- 
on as a forum fo dis- 
— ‘“what’s working, 
Baid, is that a certain 


bon as neighborhood , 


n ‘‘the chest beating 
pserved. 


ntral neighborhood is 
icted to be finished by 


and Cochrane Street is 


ice ohne igi be 


The free monthly immunizatio 
Neighborhood Center, 1716 W. Main § 
1 to 3 p.m. Saturday. é | 

Sponsored by the Purdue Uni 
reate Nursing Program, the clinic v 


culosis test. 

Children up to the age of 13’must be 
by their parents. Past immunization 
quired. 


Meetings 


The ‘following neighborhood associations are 
scheduled to meet this week: 

¢ Monday: North Highlands Senior Ci izens Asso- 
ciation, 7 p.m., high-rise recreation room. _ : 

» e Tuesday: Beacon Heights Senior Citizens Associ- 
ation, 1:30 p.m., high-rise community roor if 
ae Wednesday: Miami Village Association, 7 p.m., 
community building, 2051 Nuttman Ave.; “9 4 
Woodhurst, 7:30 p.m., 5501 S. Wayne St. “clubh 
Lincolnshire Association, call R. O'Reilly, 7a 
for meeting time and place: 

¢ Thursday: Nebraska Association, a 30 3 Pe Ne- 
braska Center, 1716 W. Main St. 

¢ Saturday: Memorial Park, 7:30 p. m., st Paul's 
United Methodist Church. 
_ Additions or changes in neighborhood Be dicen 
meeting schedules should be telephoned or sent to 
Neighborhood Notes, 600 W. Main St., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. 46802. Information for the column must be sub- 
mitted by the Tuesday before the Sunday it is to ap- 


pear. 


Debra Rinard is a staff writer and 
columnist for The Journal-Gazette. 
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By DEBRA RINARD 

It appears the Federation of Neighborhood Associ- 
ations has gasped its last. 

Founded about 10 years ago as an advisory coun- 
cil to the local Office of Economic Opportunity (pre- 
decessor to the Allen County Economic Opportunity 
Council), the federation last met a year or so ago. 


Its demise, according to its most recent president, 
Jerry Henry, was a lack of interest among the mem- 
ber neighborhood associations. ‘‘I got tired of looking 
at only three or four people,’”’ he said. Each of the 
city’s some 80 neighborhood groups had been invited 
to attend the monthly federation meetings. 

Originally, the federation had the participation of 
11 associations: Lake Everett, Nebraska, West Side, 
West Central, East Central, LaSalle (now the LaRez 
Association) AMPB (now the Memorial Park Associ- 
ation), McCormick Place, Riverhaven, and public 
housing projects Brookmill Courts and Greenfield 
Square. 


Its founders included Art and Mary Blaising of 
Riverhaven and James Henderson of East Central. 
Blaising said the group was formed as a sort of 
watchdog over OEO, to oversee how federal funds 
were spent in poverty pockets in the city and county. 

All types of ‘‘people problems’’ were addressed by 
the féderation, according to Henderson, but special 
concerns were improved housing and street lighting, 
prostitution and law enforcement. 

‘“‘Many problems were brought to the federation,’ 
Henderson. said. ‘‘We didn’t have the expertise to 
solve all the problems, but we did seek out the agen- 
cies that could help.” 

Thie federation, which had more clout than an as- 


? 


sociation itself d hacitate to go to the annro- 


the original 11 associations we 
improve. 

Some of the original grou 
were not being addressed, so 
representatives to the meetings, 

Henry diagnosed the proble 
federation as being too oriente 
‘“‘People would only come to the 
an axe to grind,” he said. O 
taken care of, the people stoppe 

Henry would have liked the 
an organization that would hav 
de corps’’ among neighborhood 
served as an educational tool, 
organize associations, and ho 
once they were started. 

Support for that concept 
Henry felt he was “‘running a 
meeting was held in May or J 
ently no one has complained a 
to attend. 

In effect, the federation ‘die 

The question, however, re 
for a coalition of neighborhood 

Henderson muses that the 
original concept, but that a cos 
groups could be beneficial. “It 
come together and see what 
‘‘What affects one part of the 
fects all the city.” 

Blaising still thinks there is 
organization ‘‘to keep an eye 0 
money, to stand by in case som 

Gus Verstynen, Nebraska n 
tor, likes the idea of a federat 
cuss problems and solutions 
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THE HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AT EGE. 


When Gabriel Girardot left his native home in France 
i / in 1853 he made a vow to build a church, as an act 

a of thanksgiving, if his family could leave their littie 

on farm home near Paris and join him in the New World. 





i 
i Being a devout Catholic, Mr. Girarcot fulfilled his 
vow after his wife and three small children arrived in 
what is now Swan Twp., Noble Co., Ind. Cn this farm 
Mr. Girardot built a srnall log church ari all the crude 
furnishings with ais own hands, including the altar and 
seats. Two acres of his farm were given for the chures 
and a burial ground. The church was called St. Marys 
and stood where the crucifix now stands in the cemetery 
a short distance east of the present church, while the 
Girardot homestead bordered the cemetery on the east. 
Mr. and Mrs. Girardot occupied the original log house 
as long as they lived and the farm is stil] owned by 
their descendants of the second and third generation. 
This little log church was finished in 1855 and dedi- 
cated in 1856 by Father Deschamps who was located at 
. Avilla. Gabriel Girardot died in 1900, and is buried 

in the church cemetery. 

A few French Catholics lived close by namely: Peter 
Cuney, John Pachon’, Bryie and Guiff and families. 
After the dedication of the church Father Deschamp con- 
tinued to visit St. Marys and the place was known as 
“Girardots Settlement’. 

Shortly after this several Irish Catholic families to- 
cated on farms in neighboring counties. Arrong thee 
farnilies were the Philip Lynch, Patrick Maloney, Thornas 
Madden, Wilkineons and others. | 

The Rev. Henry Vincent Schaeffer, also of Avilla vis- 
ited the Mission periodically until fr 1863 when 4 
larger frame church was built to accomodate the in- 
creasing congregation. This church wee built on the 
site of the original log church and was 25x40 ft. 

Before the church was finished Bishop |. uers and Father 
Benoit celebrated Mass here while prospecting for the 
location ef an Orphans Mome for the Diocese of Ft. 
Wayne. " 
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When completed this little new church was valued at 
$1000. For several years after this church was built 
the priests from Avilla came to St. Marys to attend to 
the spiritual needs of the parish. 
> Barly in 1870 a number of German families located 

on farms near the church, among the first German sett- 
lerg in the community were Peter Hottinger, Anthony 
John, Charles Schoenher, Daniel Weaver and a few oth- 
ers. 

In 1875 Father Duehmig cf Avilla ourchased four 
acres of land for the congregation of St. Marys just 
a short distance west of the church. A new frame 
church was built on this location to more adequately 
provide for the rapidly increasing congregation. This 
was a frame church 35x90 ft. with a seating capacity 
for 260 people. At the time of dedication the name 
was changed to the church of the Immaculate Concept - 
fon. With the growing congrejation care an incress- 
ing number of children to such an extent that it was 
deemed advisable to organize a Parochial School. 
The old church erected in 1863 was moved westward 


_near the new church. It was reamodelte? for a school 


ra 


“room, a priest's home and living quarters for three 


Franciscan Sisters who came from Jolict, Tl., to 
take charge of the new echool. 

Between 1870 and 1875 a number of Polish immi- 
grants settled in the community and as none of them 
could speak Gnglish, Peter Garstka acted as their 
leader and interpreter. The ways of America were 
different from the way of their homeland. but after 
their adjustment they became exemplary citizens anc 
were devoted to their religious duties according to 
the new order of things. | 

The first resident pastor was Kev. William Giers 
who took charge of the parish in 1876. He was succeeded 
by Rev. Peter Franzen who remaine | in charge until 
Oct. 1878 when Father Francis X. Uge came to the par- 
ish and remained for almost 20 years. ile was a na- 
tive of Wurtinburg, Germany, a deep student and a 
very highly educated man. 

On coming to the church of the Immaculate Concep- 
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tion, Father Ege found an indebtedness of $3500. This 
was almost paid off, when in 13885 the oid church build- 
ing, used as a parish houge and school, was struck by 
lightning and burned to the ground together with all 

the contents. In 1886 a new brick school building was 
erected south of the church accomodating 60 pupils, the 
upoer floor was used for parish meetings and entertain- 
ments. There were also living quarters for the teach- 
ing Sisters. 

During Father Ege's pastorate the beautiful, large 
brick home was built that for almost 60 years has been 
the parish house. The cost of thishome was $3500. 
When Father Ege's successor, Rev. Francis P, Foust 
took charge of the parish he found a surprisingly smelt 
debt of only $300. 

In the later 1880's, a postcffice was established 
here and was named Ege, to honor the faithful pastor. 
The first postmaster was Joseph Mason who kept a little 
country store at the northwest corner of the crossroads. 

In 1922 another catastrophe visited the church of 
the Immaculate Conception, when it was completely ce- 
stroyed by fire. However, as in other disasters, the 
vtongre gation decided unanimously to build a bigger and 
better church. Under the guidance of Rev. Kaphae! 
Donnelly a beautiful brick church was built in 1923. 

It is a monument to these pioneers who came to worship 
God in a free America. Many of these pioneers are 
honored with beautiful imported stained glass windows 
in the new church. The interior of which is artisti- 
cally decorated, while the altars and statuary are very 
inspirational. 

Today (1944) the property of the church of the Iramacu- 
late Conception is outstanding for a rural community, 
consisting as it does of the church, Parish House and 
school, all fine substantial brick buildings advant- 
ageously located at the crossing of two roads. These 
buildings stand on four acres of ground beautifully 
landscaped with trees and shrubbery. (he two acres of 
ground where the little old log church was located is 

a beautiful, well cept cemetery where many fine marble 
and granite monuments and headstones tar’ the last rest - 
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ing place of these pioneers. 

As a memoria! to their parents, the family of 
Peter Garstka have erected the beautiful iron fence 
surrounding the cemetery. 

_. The congregation of the church of the Immaculate 
Conception now consists of seventy families and the 
present pastor is the Rev. Cassimere R. Moskwinske. 

The broad acres that spread in every direction 
from the focal point - The Church - are owned, for the 
most part, by the children and grandchildren of those 
pioneers from France, Ireland, Germany and Foland. 
The peace and tranquility of the community might well 
be the setting of "The Angelus” or “The Cleaners”, 
masterpieces of the great French artist Millet. 

Peace, prosperity, and contentment are evident in 
the comfortable, substantial and well ordered homes-~ 
homes that could not be enjoyed today if their ances- 
tors had lacked the courage to come to America “The 
land of the Free" to worship their Cod as they chose. 


Mre. W.A. DeVault 


The wirter's father, Dr. Francis M. Magers 
and his brother, Mr. Ambrose Magers came in 1864 and 
should be counted among the early settlers. 

Dr. F.M. Magers practiced medicine fer 52 yrs. in 
this community. 
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